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It was a statement which left no room for recrimination, nor
was Carson lacking in magnanimity. " I can assure him," he
said, " that many of us on this side, and many of his bitterest
opponents in Ireland, will recognise that this misfortune has
come upon the country, and has come upon his career, rather
through his desire to preserve that . . . common front to our
enemies abroad than from any dereliction of duty on his part."
As for the conspiracy, it had " nothing to do with either of the
political parties in Ireland," and although it ought to be put
down with courage and determination, " it would be a mistake
to suppose that any true Irishman calls for vengeance." It would
be a matter requiring the greatest wisdom and the greatest
coolness.
Carson could at least find comfort in the knowledge that the
rebellion had failed; what filled him with disquiet was the policy
of the Government, the temporising mind of Mr. Asquith.
John Dillon had blown over from Ireland to throw himself
upon the Government with the fury of a whirlwind. In his
speech of the llth May he had accused them of drenching
Ireland in a sea of blood. He was proud of these men, he said;
it was not murderers who had been executed; it was insurgents
who had fought a clean fight, a brave fight, however misguided.
And he made the most and the worst of the unauthorised execu-
tion of Sheehy Skeffington. Mr. Asquith had blenched before
the assault, and had gone over to Ireland to arrive at " some
arrangement for the future which may commend itself to the
general consent."
On the 22nd May, 1916, Sir Edward Carson had from Mr.
Bonar Law a letter which must have given him further cause
for thought. " If there is to be a Liberal Chief Secretary," said
Mr. Bonar Law, " I think the only reasonable one is L. G....
u I tried to get you this morning to know what you think of
that, but, as I could not get you, I sounded George and suggested
it to him from myself alone.
" He is, I think, inclined to consider it; but would like to $efe
you, and, if you think it right, James Craig. ...
" I am sure he would not think of going unless he believed
that the big question could be settled."
Carson could hardly have supposed that Mr. Lloyd George